
 
André Bauer  
 

André Bauer 
Lieutenant Governor 

Office on Aging 
Cornelia Gibbons 

Director 
 

 
 

For Immediate Release: 
June 16, 2006 

Contact: Frank Adams 
   (803) 734-9912 
   adams@aging.sc.gov 

or:  David Lucas 
       (803) 734-9917 
       dlucas@aging.sc.gov 

 
 
 

 
Final Report on Medicare Part D Plan Says 516,000 Beneficiaries 

In South Carolina Now Have Prescription Drug Coverage 
 
(Columbia, S.C.) More than three-quarters of South Carolina’s 656,000 Medicare 
beneficiaries now have prescription drug coverage, according to the federal Department of 
Health and Human Services’ final report on enrollment in the new Medicare Part D program. 
 
Those numbers include: 
• 176,900 people who signed themselves up for one of the 46 different stand alone 

prescription drug plans that work with traditional Medicare coverage for hospital stays 
and doctor visits 

• 29,723 who signed up for HMO-style Medicare “Advantage” plans that bundle medical 
services with prescription drug coverage 

• 120,440 people who were previously covered under the state’s Medicaid program and 
were automatically enrolled in stand alone plans 

• 112,774 who have employer-sponsored retiree plans that are now subsidized by 
Medicare 

• 77,337 who have coverage under federal government retiree or military plans 
 
The addition of the prescription drug benefit to Medicare was the single largest change to 
the program in its 40-year history.  The change required a massive public outreach and 
education effort to help people understand the plan options available to them. The Lt. 
Governor’s Office on Aging partnered with local aging service providers, AARP, the Social 
Security Administration, community volunteers and pharmacists in South Carolina to 
accomplish this task.  The South Carolina Pharmacy Association (SCPhA) announced 
earlier in the month Lt. Governor André Bauer would be the recipient of the group’s 2006 
“Legislator of the Year” award for his work in leading the effort to help South Carolina 
seniors navigate the complex enrollment process. 
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“Last fall, as pharmacists began to confront the challenges of Part D, Lt. Governor Bauer 
was quick to contact the pharmacy association and offer the assistance of his office and 
staff,” said SCPhA President Lynn Connelly. 
 
Beginning in the summer of 2005, staff in the Office on Aging’s Insurance Counseling and 
Referral for Elders (I-CARE) program began crisscrossing the state, holding meetings at 
senior centers, churches, civic organizations and other locations to educate seniors and 
their families about the drug plans and recruit volunteers to help people with the enrollment 
process.  Several visits to South Carolina by Bush Administration officials such as Secretary 
of Health and Human Services Mike Leavitt and Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services Administrator Dr. Mark McClellan helped raise public awareness about the need to 
get people enrolled.  Monthly columns by the Lt. Governor ran in numerous weekly 
newspapers around the state updating people on the state’s progress and literally 
thousands of people received one-on-one counseling from I-CARE staff or trained 
volunteers.  During the final weeks of enrollment, I-CARE staff in the Office on Aging 
Headquarters answered hundreds of phone calls a day from citizens seeking assistance 
with the enrollment process. 
 
“I am extremely proud of the effort and professionalism displayed by everyone in my office,” 
said Bauer.  “It was a massive undertaking, and I believe we accomplished our goal of 
making certain that no one in South Carolina who needed help with this process, be that a 
senior, a disabled person, their loved ones or caregivers, had to go through it alone.” 
 
Help from the I-CARE program is still available for individuals who run into problems with 
their chosen plan, who have recently become Medicare eligible or who may have other 
questions.  The toll free number to the state office is 1-800-868-9095.  Anyone who was 
eligible for Medicare drug coverage and did not sign up during the initial enrollment period 
will have another chance beginning in November.  November and December of each year 
will be open enrollment periods when eligible people can enroll or switch plans for the 
following year. The cost of the monthly premiums for the insurance increases by one 
percent for each month an eligible individual goes without coverage. 
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 US Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Administrator Dr. Mark McClellan and Lt. 
Governor André Bauer talk with seniors at Generations of Chapin about the options for 
prescription drug coverage available to them in this photo taken December 9, 2005. 
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